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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Morris's Aryan Race. 1 — This work opens with a general descrip- 
tion of the races of mankind, and then proceeds to discuss the origin 
of the Aryans, their migrations, and their history in general. The 
author adopts the view of Latham and others, that their original home 
was Southeastern Russia, and not the highlands of Western Asia. He 
summarizes the evidence, which is largely derived from the Sanscrit 
language. That the original home of the Aryans was not South- 
western Asia is indicated by the fact that that- language contains no 
names for the lion and tiger ; that it was not from Northwestern Asia is 
shown by the absence of a name for the camel. The supposition that 
Scandinavia was the land is shown to be incorrect by the fact that 
there is no word for the reindeer, and because the Aryans were a pas- 
toral people, and not dwellers in forests. 

His discussion of the ethnic origin of the Aryans is of course 
speculative. He supposes that the dark-colored tribes which now 
inhabit the more southern latitudes from India to Spain were derived 
by descent from the negro race, while the northern light-colored types 
were derived from the Mongolian. The derivation of the Aryans from 
the Mongolians at a remote and prehistoric period is among the possi- 
bilities, but that the darker forms have a negro origin is scarcely so. 
The origin of both must be traced to prehistoric — say neolithic — man, 
and it may be that the light (Xanthochroic) Aryans really represent 
the race in its pure form, and that the darker races (Melanochroi) 
represent either the primitive neolithic race, or are the product of 
hybridization between it and the Xanthochroi. 

Mr. Morris describes briefly the western migrations of the light 
tribes, the Celts, Teutons, and Slavonians ; and those of the darker 
Pelasgi, Hellenes, etc. ; and later treats of the eastern extension to 
Persia and India, which established the Iranian and Hindoo popula- 
tions. These supposed migrations are illustrated by the descriptions 
of the Gauls and Teutons left us by the Roman authors. 

The chapters on the religious, philosophical, and poetic achieve- 
ments of the Aryans will instruct the general reader, and the concise 
definitions of the intellectual and moral merits of the race form a 
scientific index of the line of human progress. The last chapter con- 
tains a brilliant forecast of the increasing greatness and power of this the 
latest and the best product of human evolution. 

1 The Aryan Race : Its Origin and Its Achievements. By Charles Morris. S. S. Griggs 
& Co., Chicago, 1888, pp. 8vo. 350. 
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The work is necessarily, from its brevity, synoptic in its treatment 
of the subject, and as such is especially adapted to instruct persons 
engaged in active life, whose time for reading is limited. To such 
persons we can recommend the work, as expressing in a brief space 
the results of recent research in a field of the greatest interest to all 
students of mankind or of our own part of it. — E. D. Cope. 

Boulenger on Rhynchocephalia, Testudinata, and Croco- 
dilia. 2 - — In this book of 300 pages we have another valuable result of 
the labors of Dr. Boulenger, which will be of great utility to the 
students of the Reptilian orders named. The very full collections at 
the disposal of the author enable him to settle many questions of 
specific characters that have awaited elucidation, and to assign to their 
proper places in the system many forms which have been named. The 
system adopted is clear, and expresses the present state of our knowl- 
edge. For many of its good points the author is indebted to Dr. 
George Baur, whose recent researches in this field have been of great 
value. Dr. Boulenger has used Dr. Baur's observations with judg- 
ment, attaching values to them in accordance with their merits. We 
think he has undervalued the character of the mutual attachment of 
the plastron and carapace. On the other hand, the peculiarity of the 
nuchal bones has enabled Baur to distinguish the Dermatemydida? 
from the Emydida?. We do not now give as high a rank to the Athecee 
as does Boujenger, nor would we abolish the suborders, as is proposed 
by Baur, but have adopted an intermediate course. 

Dr. Boulenger reaches a remarkable conclusion as to the relations 
of the Trionychidae with broad alveolar surfaces for crushing, to those 
with acute edges of the jaws. He finds that species of India, China, 
and Africa present individuals with both kinds of structure, which are 
otherwise undistinguishable, except by a few correlated characters. 
He thinks that the facts indicate a dimorphism in such species, one 
form being piscivorous and the other conchivorous. He has not found 
any young individuals with broad grinding alveolar surfaces, and sus- 
pects that that modification is acquired by the animal's entering on a 
diet of Mollusca, and that it is maintained by persistence in it through- 
out life. The genus Platypeltis thus becomes a modification of Trionyx. 
This is certainly a remarkable proposition, and it ought not to be 
difficult to prove or disprove it by observations on our Trionyx ferox, 
the only North American species supposed to present constantly broad 
and flat alveolar surfaces. 

2 Catalogue of the Chelonians, Rhynchocephalians, and Emydosaurians in the British 
Museum By G. A. Boulenger. Published by the trustees, 1889. 



